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RONALD Danvers (1938- ) was born in Adelaide and studied 
architecture the University of Adelaide. He commenced 
practice in 1964 (Danvers Schulz Holland Architects) and, in 
1969, influenced by a sabbatical in F lorence and the practice 
Superstudio, he established an environmental design practice 
in Adelaide, specialising in natural and built-environment 
conservation studies, together with urban and landscape 
design projects, now operating as DASH Architects. Rejecting 
contemporary heritage philosophy as culturally regressive, 
he brought pragmatism as an advocate and practitioner 
to the task of urban conservation for the advancement of 
architecture and urban design. Instrumental in establishing 
the State Urban Design Advisory Panel, and similar panels 
at local government level, he also enabled the formation of 
a state government urban design unit. His extensive urban 
conservation work has been recognised with three RAIA 
national awards, including the Lachlan Macquarie Award 
for restoration of the Mortlock Library, Adelaide (1987), 
and several international awards, including a UNESCO 
Award of Merit (2003) for conversion of the SA Treasury 
into the Medina Grand Adelaide (2001- 2) . Danvers served 
as president ofRAIA SA Chapter (1988-90) and is a 
visiting fellow at the University of Adelaide (1988- ). His 
favourite projects include the restoration of the late-Victorian 
Barr-Smith Theatre (1981) at Torrens Park, rescuing the 
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(Qyaker) Friends' Meeting House (1840), North Adelaide, 
and the successful revival of Gouger Street in the Central 
Market Precinct of Adelaide. As a partner in SACON 
International, he devised a conservation action plan for 
George Town, Malaysia (1997) and a comprehensive cultural 
conservation strategy for Bali, Indonesia. 
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